
For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we  
through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. 

Romans 15:4 

Lesson One 
1 John 1:1-4 

Day One 

Begin your study each day with prayer. 

“Your hands have made me and fashioned me; 
Give me understanding, that I may learn Your commandments.” 

Psalm 119:73 

Read 1 John 1:1-4 several times without interruption  
Think about each sentence as you read. Read the passage carefully and actively; concentrate on 
the text.  Remember, at this point you are not reading for details but the overall picture. 
As you read be asking yourself, “What does this passage say?” 
Try reading the passage in other translations.  A great resource that allows you to read various  
translations side by side is https://www.biblegateway.com 

Take the time to read the whole chapter as well as the verses that follow this passage. At this 
time, you are concentrating on the context of the passage.  The context is SO important. 
What does the word context mean?  Do you see anything in the chapter that will shed light on 
this passage or change or confirm what you were thinking the passage is saying? If yes, make  
note of those observations. 

Day Two and Three 

“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,  
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.” 

John 15:4 

Spend some time reading John 1:1-4 several times. 

Now it’s time to start making notes of some of your observations. 
As you look for details, remember to ask yourself, “What does the passage say?” 

You may need to consult with your resources, online or on your bookshelf, to complete your 
observations. 
Notice the details of the passage, but do not add what is not there. 
The following are some sample questions, and you will find others on the Inductive Study  
Worksheet.  Also, leave room for the Holy Spirit to reveal both questions and answers. 

Who is speaking (writing)? 
Is it a letter or a speech? 
Does that make a difference? 
Who is being addressed?   
Are the recipients of this letter believers or unbelievers? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/


Where do they live? 
What is this place like culturally? 
What is going on in this place at the time of this letter? 
Does this knowledge help you with the context of this passage? 
At this time, how would you answer the question, “What does the passage say?” 

Is the writer telling a story or speaking from first-hand experience? 
How do you know?  Is that important?  How much credibility does the writer have? 
Can we believe him?  Why or why not? 
What does the writer mean in verse one when he says, “that which was from the beginning”? 
From the beginning of what and who is he referring to?  (See John 17:5, 24; John 1:1-2;  
Micah 5:2) 
When he says “we” who is he referring to? 
Who is “the Word of life”?  (See John 1:1-5; John 1:14; John 5:26; John 10:10; John 11: 25-26; 
John 14:6) 
Is the Word of life the same as God the Father? 

Who touched, saw, and heard the Word of Life? (See John 20:19-29; Luke 24:33-48 
What does the word “manifested” or in other translations “revealed” or “appeared” mean? 
(See John 1:14; John 14:21; John 16:26-28) 
What does verse two say about “eternal life”? 
How was eternal life manifested to us? (See John 3:16; John 17:1-6) 
What is the invitation found in verse three? 
Who is the writer saying we can have “fellowship with”?  (See 1 Corinthians 1:9; John 15:4; 
Philippians 2:1-4) 
What is the definition of “fellowship”?   
Using your resources, what is the Greek word used in this passage for “fellowship”?  Is there a 
difference between the dictionary definition and what it means in the Bible?  (See Acts 2:42-47;  
Acts 4:32; Romans 15:5-7) 

“Those who have a fellowship one with another, are those who share the same resources,  
and are bound by the same responsibilities. The idea becomes almost overwhelming  
when it is thus applied to the relationship which believing souls bear to the Father, 
 and to His Son Jesus Christ… The Father, His Son Jesus Christ, and all believers  
have all things in common. All the resources of each in the wondrous relationship  
are at the disposal of the others. Such is the grace of our God, and of His Son.” 

G. Campbell Morgan 

Are there other words that are unfamiliar to you? 
Do you see other words or phrases that are repeated? 
Are they important?  What do they tell you about the passage? 
Is there a topic that is being repeated? 

What are the “things” the writer refers to, in verse four, that make your “joy full.” 

Review all of your observations from days two and three. 
What does this passage say?  Is a theme or single meaning beginning to emerge? 

Remember the more time you spend in observation, the easier it will be to go to the next phase 
of interpreting the passage and the more accurate your interpretation will be.   



Day Four 

“But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit.  
For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.” 

1 Corinthians 2:10 

Read 1 John 1:1-4 a couple of times. 
Spend time in prayer today asking the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth found in this passage. 

Read through your observations from days two and three.  As you do, be asking yourself a new  
question, “What does this passage mean?” 

What does the word “interpret” mean? 

It is now time for you to begin to draw conclusions; to pull all of your observations together and  
give them meaning; to interpret them.  

Is there a single theme? 
Is there a single spiritual lesson or principle: a command to obey, a promise to claim, a warning 
to heed, an example to follow or avoid? 
What do you learn about God, Jesus, and man from this passage? 
What single meaning does John want you to take away? 

Remember you are not asking. “What does this passage mean to me?” 

You may want to use your Inductive Study Worksheet and other resources you have to help you  
with the interpretation.  There will be only one interpretation but may be several applications. 

Can you state the meaning of 1 John 1:1-4 in a single sentence? 

Day Five 

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,  
for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God  

may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”    
2 Timothy 3:16-17 

Read 1 John 1:1-4 
Spend time in prayer today asking the Holy Spirit to reveal how you can use the truth found in 
this Scripture. 
As you read your interpretation again, be asking yourself, “What does this passage mean to me 
and how does it apply to my life?” 
Is the Lord asking me to change an attitude or a behavior? 
Is there something that I need to implement in my daily walk with Jesus? 
Is the Holy Spirit speaking something directly to my heart about this spiritual lesson? 
Is there something He’s asking me to do that will make my joy full? 
How would this make a difference in my life with Jesus? 

"As we search the Scriptures, we must allow them to search us,  
to sit in judgment upon our character and conduct." 

Jerry Bridges  

https://www.preceptaustin.org/2_timothy_316-17

